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April 16, 2021 

Dear Township of Franklin Public Schools Community,  

Happy Spring!  It is our hope that you were able to safely and responsibly enjoy time with family and loved 

ones over the spring recess.  We are currently in the third week back to school since transitioning to the five 

days per week schedule and overall things are going well.  Listed below is very important information; please 

review this update thoroughly and as always, let us know if you have any questions.   

SPRING STATE TESTING CANCELLED FOR 2021 

In a broadcast memo, the New Jersey Department of Education announced the cancellation of the Spring 

2021 NJSLA state testing.  This decision was based on the United States Department of Education 

determination that New Jersey has already met the state assessment mandate for the 2020-2021 school year 

through the use of the Start Strong Assessment.   However, as it stands now, all school districts across the 

state will be required to administer the Start Strong assessment in the Fall of 2021 and the NJSLA assessment 

in the Spring of 2022.  More information will be provided as it becomes available.     

 

SUMMER SCHOOL SURVEY DATA/APPLICATION TO BE RELEASED 
As you are aware, the district recently conducted a summer school interest survey.  In total, we received 489 
responses.  Of those responses, 302 (62%) indicated that they are not planning to enroll their child(ren) in 
the summer school program, while 187 (38%) indicated they would be interested in the summer school 
program.  Given this data, it appears that we will be able to accommodate an Open Enrollment summer 
school program.  However, please understand that there could be the need to limit summer school 
participation based on the number of applications received.  A detailed summer school application will be 
released soon.  Any parent/guardian that is interested in having their child(ren) participate in the summer 
school program will need to fill out an application. If you have any questions regarding the summer school 
program, please email summerschool@franklintwpschools.org. 
 
COVID-19 DISTRICT UPDATE 
To date, the Township of Franklin Public School District has experienced a total of 71 positive COVID-19 cases 
since September 1, 2020.  It is important to understand that if the district is notified of a positive COVID case, 
the required contact tracing will be completed and individuals that are deemed close contacts will be 
notified.  However, due to the increased number of students in each class since moving to a five days per 
week schedule, it is likely the entire class will need to quarantine.  We ask for your patience and cooperation 
when dealing with a required quarantine situation.  In efforts to keep the community up to date and 
informed, we have added a COVID case tracker link to the main page of the district website.  The COVID 
tracker provides up to date totals of positive COVID cases within the schools, along with the number of 
current active cases.   

http://www.franklintwpschools.org/
http://www.franklintwpschools.org/
mailto:summerschool@franklintwpschools.org
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DCYXuB5QvVnQKyxTn1NudXweu-8A7pY-mSqosShIpUA/edit#gid=0


6th GRADE “MOVING UP” CEREMONY 

Save the date.  The annual 6th grade “Moving Up” ceremony will be held on Wednesday, June 9th at 6:30 

p.m. in the John Oberg football stadium at the Delsea Regional High School.  Mr. Peters is currently working 

collaboratively with Delsea to finalize the logistical details and will provide an update shortly.  The rain date 

for this event will be Thursday, June 10th.  

 

ANNUAL SCHOOL BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING 

School districts across the state of New Jersey are required to hold an annual public budget hearing.  The 

Township of Franklin Board of Education will hold its annual public budget hearing on Monday, April 26, 2021 

at 7:00 p.m. in the all purpose room at the Mary F. Janvier School.  Given the enormous economic strain that 

the pandemic has placed on the community this year, I am happy to report that the Board of Education has 

developed a budget that does not raise the tax levy.  This is the second consecutive budget that has had a 

0% tax increase.  We cannot thank the community enough for their patience and support as we continue to 

navigate these challenging times.     

 

NJDOE SCHOOL PERFORMANCE REPORTS  
The New Jersey Department of Education released the annual School Performance Reports this week.  
The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic has had a significant impact on the way the NJDOE was able to 
construct the 2019-2020 School Performance Reports. The information provided on the School 
Performance reports is very limited due to the lack of state wide student achievement data. The NJDOE 
recognizes that the existing data can’t begin to measure the hard work and perseverance of the 
students, families, educators, and community members during this difficult year.  School performance 
reports can be found at   http://www.njschooldata.org 
 

STUDENT ATTENDANCE 

I want to thank all of the parents/guardians for supporting the importance of student attendance in school 
and online every day.  Since moving to the five days per week schedule, the daily average attendance for 
both in-person and remote students is over 95%.  It goes without saying, that if your child is feeling ill or has 
been instructed to quarantine, please keep your child at home.  Thank you again for your support.   
 
LIVE STREAMING OF LESSONS FOR STUDENTS THAT ARE ILL OR MUST QUARANTINE  
In efforts to support the students that may need to miss a period of in-person instruction due to being ill or 
COVID related issues, the district will provide a “live streaming” option.  The “live streaming” of lessons will 
be provided in the same manner as during the previous Hybrid schedule.  However, parents will be required 
to contact their child’s teacher prior to the start of the school day in order to take advantage of this “live 
streaming” option.  Teachers will not “live stream” lessons unless there is a parental request.  The building 
principals have provided parent/guardians school specific information regarding the “live streaming” option.   
 

AFTERNOON EDUCATIONAL EXPECTATIONS 

A friendly reminder that once the in-person students have arrived home from school, they are expected to 
complete their related arts (Physical Education, Art, Music, Computer, etc.) lessons; which will be 
approximately 30 minutes.  All related arts lessons and activities will be asynchronous, recorded lessons.  In 
addition, teaching staff members will hold teacher “office hours” and/or provide independent assignments in 
the afternoons. Classroom teachers will be scheduling students for virtual small group instruction or 
individual meetings.  Attendance at these virtual meetings is important as teachers will be providing 
instructional support to students.  School specific schedules will be set and students will know in advance 
when they are scheduled to meet with their teachers in the afternoons. 

http://www.njschooldata.org/


REQUESTS FOR INSTRUCTIONAL MODEL CHANGES 

As we move into the final weeks of the school year, requests for instructional model changes (remote to in-

person or in-person to remote) will be addressed on a case by case basis.  Please understand that not all 

requests will be able to be granted and may take up to two weeks to complete.  

 
SOCIAL DISTANCING/DESK DIVIDERS  

As we continue to increase the student population within our schools, maintaining as much social distancing 
as possible is of utmost importance.  Please remind your child of the importance of social distancing and the 
use of the individual desk dividers.  
 
Our school district is here to support our students and the school community.  Our faculty and staff continue 
to work hard to make the best of this difficult situation.  Please let us know how we can be of any assistance.   
 

Yours in education,  

 
Mr. Troy Walton  
Superintendent of Schools  

  


